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Holiday Homework

Los Angeles
Star-makers, celebrities, beachgoers and bohemians  

have all answered the city’s casting call. Here’s how to 
prepare for your role as “the tourist”. By Hazel Flynn.

Read
Raymond Chandler was a poet 
disguised as a pulp novelist.  
He didn’t invent the image of 
the hard-boiled detective but 
the quality of his writing about 
cynical, honourable Los Angeles 
private eye Philip Marlowe made 
it timeless. Writers from Michael 
Connelly to Ian Rankin are in  
his debt, thanks to passages like 
this, from Farewell, My Lovely 
(1940): “I needed a drink, I needed 
a lot of life insurance, I needed a 
vacation, I needed a home in the 
country. What I had was a coat, 
a hat and a gun.”

Also consider…

◖ Los Angeles: Portrait of a City 

(2009): Edited by cultural 

anthropologist Jim Heimann 

and published by Taschen,  

this exquisite coffee-table  

book chronicles life in LA with 

photographs from the 1880s  

to the present day.

Also consider…

◖ Have One on Me (2010): Harpist 

and singer-songwriter Joanna 

Newsom has an unusual sound 

you’ll either dislike or crave 

more of. Her swooping singing 

style has echoes of Maddy Prior,  

Joni Mitchell and Kate Bush  

but is hers alone. On this triple 

album, the song In California 

showcases her talents perfectly.

◖ Good Kid, M.A.A.D City (2012): 

Like his mentor, Dr. Dre, rapper 

Kendrick Lamar is a game 

changer from LA’s Compton. 

His major-label debut was  

a critical and commercial hit.

Watch
Los Angeles Times columnist 
Jonathan Gold, the first food 
critic to win the Pulitzer Prize for 
Criticism, is driven by endless 
curiosity about the food, people 
and neighbourhoods of the city 
he loves. The documentary City 
of Gold (2015) tells his story and 
captures his genuine delight in 
exploring LA’s hidden suburban 
eateries and food trucks.

Also consider…

◖ La La Land (2016): This loving 

reinvention of the musical 

genre, complete with mass 

dance numbers, tells a story  

of delicate romance, bold 

ambitions and quiet heartbreak. 

One of its six Academy Awards 

went to Emma Stone, who plays 

opposite a spiky yet charming 

Ryan Gosling.

◖ L.A. Confidential (1997):  

Russell Crowe, Guy Pearce,  

Kevin Spacey and Kim Basinger 

are locked in a fight between 

corruption and redemption in 

this critically acclaimed neo-noir 

film based on James Ellroy’s 

novel set in the 1950s.  

(From top) The Venice 

Beach neighbourhood; 

Taschen’s pictorial 

homage to the city; 

Emma Stone and Ryan 

Gosling in La La Land

Listen
From 2015 to 2017, veteran 
journalist Bill Barol unpacked 
the city in each 15- to 20-minute 
episode of his podcast, Home: 
Stories from L.A. (homestoriesla.
net). It’s a collection of fascinating 
insights into everything from the 
famed Forest Lawn memorial 
park to a chicken tycoon who 
owns a ghost town, Amboy.
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Books

Page-turners
Hot new releases for long hauls, short trips  
and layovers. Reviews by Paul Robinson.

←

ONE

Andrew Hutchinson  /  Vintage Australia  /  $33

The man works the night shift. He’s lost touch 

with family and friends, his girlfriend has left 

and he functions in soft focus. One morning,  

he arrives home to find a woman asleep in his 

driveway. She says she used to live in his house. 

He drives her home but another man crashes 

into them. She says this man is stalking her  

so they run, heading for the coast. Andrew 

Hutchinson’s second novel has a suspenseful 

edge. We’re never quite sure what’s going on 

because the main characters aren’t either. The 

answers are always concealed just over the 

horizon. One explores the tricks that memory 

can play, how love, grief and obsession can  

fuse and how good it feels to finally let go.

←

THE MELODY

Jim Crace  /  Picador  /  $33

Alfred Busi was a famous singer. Now he lives 

alone, mourning his wife. One night, a feral child 

attacks him in his kitchen and the incident stirs 

up the town, reigniting interest in an old legend 

about an ancient race supposed to live nearby. 

“Interest” turns into a campaign to “move on” 

homeless itinerants. It’s led by Busi’s nephew, 

who is more concerned with property values 

than public safety. He pressures Busi to vacate 

his home “for his own good”. Parallels with the 

predicament of the fringe dwellers are obvious. 

Jim Crace has concocted a parable of a man  

in his twilight years, overwhelmed by change 

and the pace of modern life, connecting with 

something more primal and meaningful.

←

THE WANTED

Robert Crais  /  Simon & Schuster  /  $33

Harvey and Stemms, the hit men stalking the 

opening pages of Robert Crais’ new thriller,  

may sound like florists but they’re racking up  

a huge body count as they hunt thieves who stole 

from one of Los Angeles’ rich and powerful. 

Meanwhile, Valley boy Tyson Connor has gone 

missing. His mum hires private eye Elvis Cole to 

track him down. Turns out Harvey, Stemms and 

Elvis are chasing the same scared bunny. What 

are the odds their paths will cross? It’s a complex 

plot with parallel narratives but Crais never takes 

his foot off the gas as, bit by bit, pieces of the 

puzzle are revealed before the showdown. The 

bestselling Crais made his literary bones writing 

for TV shows Hill Street Blues and Miami Vice.  

The Shepherd’s Hut
Tim Winton  /  Hamish Hamilton  /  $40

Jaxie doesn’t fit. With a dead mum and a drunken dad 
who parents with his fists, he has plenty to be angry 
about. When his dad is killed in an accident, Jaxie 
reckons he’ll be the chief suspect. So he legs it into  
the vast, arid salt country of Western Australia, taking  
just his rifle and determination. Out in the middle of 
nowhere, he encounters an old hermit, a dope farm and  
a whole lot of trouble. As rite-of-passage yarns go, this is 
hardcore, fugitive-alone-in-unforgiving-landscape stuff. 
With terse, fragmented sentences, Tim Winton slots us 
right inside the volatile teenage brain of his narrator. 
There are no wasted words and there’s no literary 
meandering on the way to “the point”. This is freestyle, 
no-crash-helmet prose that is as refreshing as sincerity 
from a politician. The plot, which drags you into its 
adrenalised slipstream, will have you dreading the worst 
while hoping for a microwave-ready miracle. Book of 
the year? The Shepherd’s Hut has the confident swagger 
of a contender.
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Technology

Play it safePlay it safe
Let these smart home-Let these smart home-

security devices be your eyes security devices be your eyes 
and ears. By Nic Healey.and ears. By Nic Healey.
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Well Connected

Making time for creative thinking is essential 
for business innovation – technological or 
otherwise – says the founder of Melbourne-
based consultancy group Inventium.

Amantha Imber

How do you define innovation?

Change that adds value. People often see innovation 
as the realm of those in technology but it should be  
– and can be – everybody’s job. 

Before a business introduces a technological innovation, 

what needs to be assessed?

Whether it’s going to provide a solution to the problem. 
Too often, new technology is installed because it 
sounds good, not because it’s solving a problem for 
the organisation. I always recommend that businesses 
test the effect of a new technology on a small group  
of employees rather than take a blanket approach.

What are the challenges during a period of innovation?

Fear of failure is very common and lack of time is often 
a problem as well. I’m obsessed with how to make the 
most of your time to free up space for innovation. That 
incubation period is so important to creative thinking.

How can people harness more of that time in their day? 

People think they’re being productive by multitasking 
but University of Michigan research shows switching 
tasks all day increases the amount of time it takes to 
complete a project by about 40 per cent. At Inventium, 
we have no-email days once a month. The team has the 
out-of-office on and that is our most productive day.

How do you make your own time more productive? 

I don’t check my inbox before lunchtime. I spend half 
an hour a day [on it] and still maintain close to inbox 
zero because when I’m in there, that’s my priority.  
I turn off notifications, too, so pop-ups don’t interrupt 
me. I deleted Facebook and Instagram from my phone 
because they were big time suckers and I also deleted 
Gmail. Now I’m able to stand in line for a coffee without 
checking my emails and just be present instead.  

1. 

Nest Protect Smoke 
and CO Alarm

$189  |   nest.com

Made by Alphabet, the parent 

company of Google, Nest Protect 

(available in battery-operated  

or wired) is a smoke alarm with 

smarts. Whether you’re at home or 

out, it can sense carbon monoxide 

and smoke and send alerts to your 

smartphone. And it’s clever enough 

to differentiate between fast- 

burning and smouldering fires  

and adjusts the alerts accordingly. 

It has a voice function so can  

tell you where it’s detecting the 

smoke, meaning you can give the  

all clear if it’s just burnt toast 

before the alarm starts sounding.  

If you’re away, Nest Protect can 

send your phone updates about  

its battery life. It can also alert 

multiple phones – just in case.

2. 

Netgear Arlo Go 
Security Camera

$599  |   telstra.com.au

The Arlo Go is a clever addition  

to Netgear’s range of wireless 

security cameras. It sends high- 

quality video and audio to your 

smartphone via an easy-to-use 

app but has done away with the 

need for wi-fi. Instead, thanks  

to its built-in cellular modem, it 

connects to the internet via 3G and 

4G LTE networks on selected plans. 

The Go is weather-resistant and 

has a long-lasting rechargeable I
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Smart home technology  
doesn’t just make your house 
more convenient to live in, it  
can also help to keep it safer 
when you’re not there. These 
devices ofer peace of mind, 
keeping you informed about 
what’s happening at home  
via your smartphone, tablet  
or laptop. Best of all, they’re 
easy to install – all you need  
is a wi-fi or mobile network  
and a little time.

battery, a 130-degree-angle  

lens and night vision, making it  

a powerful home-security tool.

3. 

Elgato Eve Door and 
Window Sensor

$70  |   elgato.com

If you worry about open doors  

and windows, this gadget from 

Elgato (available from apple.com) 

can keep your stress levels down. 

This unobtrusive sensor is easily 

installed and, once synced with  

the Elgato app, can tell you the 

status of the door or window it’s 

monitoring. You can even use it  

to automate other smart devices, 

such as those that turn on lights  

as soon as you open the front door.

4. 

D-Link Omna 
180-Degree Camera

$250  |   dlink.com.au

The Omna has a solid array of 

smart-camera features: wide-

angle lens, night vision and easy 

set-up. It also has two-way 

communication via an in-built  

mic and speaker, letting you chat 

to whoever is in your house, even  

if it’s just to let them know the 

police are on the way. The motion 

detection system sends an alert 

and video clip to your phone so you 

can log in to the live feed if it’s 

something you need to check on.

5. 

LIFX + A19 LED Light

$110  |   lifx.com.au

The + A19 LED light does everything 

you’d expect from a smart lighting 

solution. You can change the colour 

and brightness via the smartphone 

app and it’ll sync with your Google 

Home for voice control. But it does 

offer something more: infra-red. 

Set up a night-vision-enabled 

security camera such as the D-Link 

Omna and the + A19 will allow it  

to see much further than normal, 

taking your home security to the 

next level. 
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ENGINE 3.0-litre inline six-cylinder turbo 
diesel  TRANSMISSION Nine-speed automatic  
POWER/TORQUE 250kW/700Nm  0-100KM/H 5.4 seconds  
FUEL CONSUMPTION (AV.) 5.5L/100km  PRICE $222,500

Motoring

Mercedes-Benz  
S���dL

With its futuristic technology, the updated  
S-Class can’t yet read your mind but it can  

boost your mood, writes Toby Hagon.

The S-ClaSS is the most 
thoughtful car that Mercedes-
Benz produces, courtesy of 
Energizing Comfort Control, 
which aims to improve your 
mood and wellbeing. Leveraging 
the audio system, ventilation, 
perfume atomiser, massaging 
seats and ambient lighting, it can 
be set to one of six programs: 
Freshness, Warmth, Vitality,  
Joy, Comfort and Training.

If you want to kick off the day 
with some vigour, for example, 
the Vitality program scouts your 
music library for an uplifting 

tune while the seats apply a 
more vigorous back massage. 
But if you choose Comfort, it’ll 
be all about the most soothing 
of the 64 hues available in the 
ambient lighting, as well as 
relaxing seat movements and 
cruisy tunes.

Such frivolity is standard in 
S-Class vehicles with V8 engines 
or can be optioned on the six- 
cylinders, which are reverting to 
an inline configuration after two 
decades of Mercedes-Benz V6s.

The new-generation power 
plants kick off with the 3.0-litre 

diesel in the S350d and S400dL, 
the L denoting long wheelbase, 
which adds 130 millimetres 
between the front and back 
wheels and more rear leg room.

In the S400dL tested, the 
useful 250kW of power helps  
to shift the near 5.3-metre- 
long limousine to 100km/h in 
5.4 seconds. But it’s the hearty 
700Nm that gives the car its 
effortless character. Driving 
through a nine-speed automatic, 
even a brief brush of the throttle 
is rewarded with a forceful surge.

The engineers have injected 
some aural personality into an 
engine that claims to sip 5.5 litres 
of diesel per 100 kilometres.  
And that’s a testament to the 
attention to detail in a car that 
pampers the driver almost as 
much as the passengers.

The core of the S-Class 
remains supreme comfort, 
whether you’re in the driver’s 
seat or sprawling in the rear  
– the latter complete with  
two of the plushest headrests 
you’ll experience this side  
of an A380’s first-class cabin.

Key to its talent is supple air 
suspension that smothers all 
but the most jarring bumps, 
making for a sumptuous ride  
lit by 84 individual LEDs in  
each active headlight.

Inside is a mix of tradition 
and technology. A customisable 
12.3-inch screen replaces the 
instruments and pairs with 
another that is reserved for 
infotainment functions. The 
central Comand controller  
isn’t the most logical with its 
menus and functionality but  
it packs plenty in.

Interspersed with the 
gadgets are natural materials 
such as leather and wood,  
the sorts of things you expect  
in a $222,500 limousine. And  
the prominent circular metal- 
ringed air vents reinforce  
the elegance of what is one  
of the most indulgent luxury 
cars on the market.  

IQ.
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Down

1. Walk inside to return key (5)

2. Group of investments of pilot  

or doctor (9)

3. He has suffered a beating (5)

4. Bob, for one, set off this  

early (9)

5. US soldier in Reno, wandering  

the district (6)

7. Directly facing one half of the 

shop is the post-office site (8)

8. Purveyor notices Felix, perhaps, 

has two queens (7)

9. Retrace steps, but not to the  

front line, apparently (9)

10. Mean to remove more from 

monastery (5)

11. Radical sailor in blue (11)

17. Faded star like Bean? He’s getting 

a makeover! (3-4)

18. Run out to wipe the dishes (3,2)

20. Sign new lease in underwear (7)

Across

1. Get rid of part of Perspex  

pelmet (5)

4. First hours are remarkably 

difficult (4)

6. Weird ABC lingo used in Honest 

Abe’s birthplace (3,5)

12. Driving in the thing, corrosion 

becomes evident (9)

13. They gloss over mouthpieces (9)

14. Turns over a new leaf with regard 

to school grades (7)

15. Monsters made some progress (5)

16. Have another attempt at 

modifying retro ending (5)

17. Billie’s breaks from work (8)

19. Supplies fabrics (9)

22. Lying raconteurs? (12)

23. Shocked, not stirred by Bond’s 

stipulation (6)

25. Outfits that prompt impolite quip, 

say, from some (6)

27. Happening to be in coal 

production is fortuitous (12)

31. Do the wrong thing by association 

in cabaret venue (9)

33. Wild fowl makes a pleasant 

change (8)

35. Rita organised a weapon for 

Wonder Woman (5)

36. Chevy seen in famous scene in  

The Italian Job (5)

37. Their victims are stuck-up (7)

40. Reflected deeply and negotiated 

to include original testimony (9)

41. Resolve to discourage colliery (9)

42. Altered records had bearing on 

relief provider (3,5)

43. Motivate quiet staff (4)

44. I’ll discuss plane seating request (5)

21. Astonish committees by revealing 

what’s under the carpet (11)

24. Flashy enactment used to capture 

predator (5)

26. To be frank, that’s open to  

attack (9)

28. Received as per Will’s  

instructions (9)

29. The first fury passes in  

disasters (9)

30. Calms down when current letters 

are covered by crockery (8)

32. Large area of land or farm  

vehicle (7)

34. Hand over plaster (6)

35. Kitchen counter? (5)

38. Bachelor has rum made in this 

country (5)

39. Got married in south-east to  

a Scandinavian (5)

Across

1. Eject (5)

4. Unforgiving (4)

6. Timber hut (3,5)

12. Pushing forcibly (9)

13. Cosmetics (9)

14. Legislative 

overhauls (7)

15. Evil giants (5)

16. Rehear (court  

case) (5)

17. Vacations (8)

19. Substances (9)

22. Narrators (12)

23. Rattled (6)

25. Kits out (6)

27. Accidentally 

simultaneous (12)

31. Disco (9)

33. Game bird (8)

35. Jewelled crown (5)

36. Pursuit (5)

37. Thieves (7)

40. Contemplated (9)

41. Ascertain (9)

42. Aid agency (3,5)

43. Nudge (4)

44 . Supermarket  

lane (5)

Down

1. Type in (data) (5)

2. List of shareholdings 

(9)

3. No-hoper (5)

4. Coiffure (9)

5. Zone (6)

7. Antonym (8)

8. Food-service 

company (7)

9. Reverse direction (9)

10. Spiteful (5)

11. Lapis lazuli colour (11)

17. Fallen idol (3-4)

18. Evaporate (3,2)

20. Vest (7)

21. Decking planks (11)

24. Laughing scavenger 

(5)

26. Ill-considered 

(comment) (9)

28. Gained estate (9)

29. Shakespeare’s darker 

plays (9)

30. Pacifies (8)

32. Plough puller (7)

34. Give (assistance) (6)

35. Oven clock (5)

38. Now called Myanmar 

(5)

39. Soup vegetable (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30

31 32 33

34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41

42 43 44

Quick clues

Cryptic clues

Crossword

crosswords and puzzles compiled by LOVATTS
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Result of Neil’s 

tee shot?

Extremely wayward

Make a late-night copy of

Diesel And Dust

Anything: Approved

Something: Approved

Nothing: Approved

Everything: Approved
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Wheel of words
Create as many words of four letters or more using the given letters once 

only but always including the centre letter. Don’t use proper nouns or plurals 

ending with “s”. See if you can find the nine-letter word using up all letters.

Sudoku
Tough puzzle, simple rules: each row, column and 3x3 box must contain the numbers 1-9.

EASY MODERATE HARD

Wordplay
What phrases do the word pictures represent?

More puzzles over the page; solutions on page 195
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11. 22.

Solutions on page 195

Lateral thinking
Think outside the box to solve these mind-bending riddles.
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Play on the app

Exercise your grey matter with our 

crossword, quiz and puzzles on the 

Qantas magazine app, free from  

the App Store and Google Play.

The man in the painting
A man stands in front of a painting and A man stands in front of a painting and 

says, “Brothers and sisters have I none says, “Brothers and sisters have I none 

but this man’s father is my father’s son.” but this man’s father is my father’s son.” 

How is the man in the painting related How is the man in the painting related 

to the man standing in front of it?to the man standing in front of it?

Birthday bluesBirthday blues
The day before yesterday, Freda  The day before yesterday, Freda  

was 17. Next year she will be 20.  was 17. Next year she will be 20.  

How is this possible?How is this possible?

QuizQuiz
Compiled by Hazel FlynnCompiled by Hazel Flynn

M I N D G A M E S

1. Of the pecan, almond and walnut, Of the pecan, almond and walnut, 

which is the only true nut?which is the only true nut?

2.2. How many years after the verb How many years after the verb 

“google” entered the Oxford “google” entered the Oxford 

English Dictionary did English Dictionary did 

Encyclopedia Britannica cease  Encyclopedia Britannica cease  

its print edition?its print edition?

3.3. In which country did the fabric- In which country did the fabric- 

dyeing technique batik originate?dyeing technique batik originate?

4.4. What Best Actor Oscar nominee What Best Actor Oscar nominee 

plays Phil in The Hangover movies?plays Phil in The Hangover movies?

5.5. What kind of butterfly migrates What kind of butterfly migrates 

by the millions between Mexico by the millions between Mexico 

and the United States annually?and the United States annually?

6.6. Which city served as West Which city served as West 

Germany’s provisional capital? Germany’s provisional capital? 

7.7. In 2008, which Australian singer In 2008, which Australian singer 

was announced as a recipient of was announced as a recipient of 

France’s Knighthood of the Order France’s Knighthood of the Order 

of National Merit?of National Merit?

8.8. What language gives us the word What language gives us the word 

hygge, meaning “cosiness”?hygge, meaning “cosiness”?

9.9. In 1844, teams from which  In 1844, teams from which  

two countries played the first two countries played the first 

international cricket match?international cricket match?

10.10. What is the full name of the What is the full name of the s the full name of the

country often called just Brunei?ycountry often called just Brunei?often called just Brunei?

11. What job made stars of Skrillex, What job made stars of Skrillex, ob made stars of Skrillex,

David Guetta, Martin Garrix and Guetta,David Guetta, Martin Garrix and Martin Garrix and

Calvin Harris?Harris?

12. Amino acids are the building Amino acids are the building acids are the building

blocks of which essential nutrient?ofblocks of which essential nutrient?which essential nutrient?

13. What is the world’s largest inland What is the world’s largest inland s the world’s largest inland

body of water?fbody of water?water?

14. Which orchestral instrument has Which orchestral instrument has orchestral instrument has

parts including a bell, a brace and ncludingparts including a bell, a brace and a bell, a brace and

a slide tube? tube?a slide tube? 

15.15. Easter Sunday can fall between Easter Sunday can fall between Sunday can fall between

22 March and 25 April. To within  ch and 25 April. To within

10 years, when did it last fall on  rs,10 years, when did it last fall on  when did it last fall on

22 March?ch?

16. And to within 20 years, when will  And to within 20 years, when will  within 20 years, when will

it next do so?do so?

17. In business, what does a SWOT In business, what does a SWOT ness,In business, what does a SWOT what does a SWOT

analysis cover?s cover?

18. Matt Groening created which  Matt Groening created which  GroeningMatt Groening created which  created which

TV family, who debuted in 1989?mily,TV family, who debuted in 1989?who debuted in 1989?

19. The Australian Army Badge The Australian Army Badge stralian Army Badge

featuring bayonets radiating ng bayonets radiating

from a crown has what nickname?crown has what nickname?

20. Three cities have hosted the Three cities have hosted the citiesThree cities have hosted the have hosted the

Winter Olympics twice. Name one.rWinter Olympics twice. Name one.Olympics twice. Name one.



Solutions

If you’ve filled in the answers, 

please take the magazine with  

you so the cabin crew know to 

replace it with a new copy.

Lateral thinking

1.Freda’s birthday is on 31 December, when she turned 18.  

If the statement is made on 1 January (which it must have 

been) then she was 17 the day before yesterday. She will  

turn 19 at the end of this year and 20 next year.

2.The painting depicts the man’s son. “My father’s son”  

must be the man himself, since he has no brothers or  

sisters. Therefore “this man’s father is my father’s son”  

means “This man’s father is me.”

Wheel of words

Carp, Chap, Chip, Crap, Harp, Paca, Pact, Pair, Para, Parr, 

Part, Path, Phat, Pica, Pita, Pith, Prat, Rapt, Tapa, Tarp,  

Trap, Trip, Apart, Atrip, Carpi, Chirp, Pacha, Parch, Patch, 

Pitch, Tapir, Capita, Haptic, Pariah, Phatic, Chapati.

Nine-letter word: Patriarch

Wordplay

1. All things must pass

2. A barrel of laughs

3. Burn the midnight oil

4. Diamond in the rough

Quiz

1.Pecan  2.Four (2006 and 2010)  3.Indonesia  4.Bradley 

Cooper  5.Monarch butterfly  6.Bonn  7.Tina Arena   

8.Danish  9.Canada and the United States  10.Negara  

Brunei Darussalam  11.DJ  12.Protein  13.Caspian Sea  

14.Trombone  15.1818  16.2285  17.Strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats  18.The Simpsons  19.The Rising  

Sun Badge  20.St Moritz (1928 and 1948), Lake Placid  

(1932 and 1980, pictured) and Innsbruck (1964 and 1976)
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Crossword

Sudoku

Easy

Moderate

Hard

M I N D G A M E S IQ.

australiachannel.com.au

News you 
can trust, 
opinions 
you can’t 
ignore.

Watch Australian  
news worldwide*

Three channels of news, 
business and sport streamed 
LIVE and on demand.

Only $6 per month,  
no lock in contracts
*Excludes Australia and New Zealand
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The Diary
This month’s top events, plus a sneak 

peek at what’s on in May.

compiled by SAMANTHA O’BRIEN

↓

VIC
COMEDY Melbourne 
International Comedy 
Festival

Until 22 April   Various venues, 

Melbourne   comedyfestival.com.au

Comedians participating in this 

year’s program include Arj Barker, 

Celia Pacquola and double act 

Judith Lucy and Denise Scott.

ART The Field Revisited

27 April-26 August   National 

Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne   

 ngv.vic.gov.au

When the NGV moved to its current 

St Kilda Road premises in 1968, its 

inaugural exhibition was The Field, 

which featured 74 works by 40 

artists. The gallery is re-creating 

the display on its 50th anniversary.

EXHIBITION Brickman 
Awesome

Until 29 April   Melbourne 

Museum Plaza   thebrickman.com

In this exhibition for lovers of  

Lego, more than 1.5 million bricks 

have been used to build 38 models.  

The standout is the tallest Lego 

statue in the Southern Hemisphere, 

a 7.5-metre-high NASA rocket.

OPERA La Traviata

17 April-11 May   Arts Centre 

Melbourne   opera.org.au

American soprano Corinne Winters 

plays courtesan Violetta in this 

Opera Australia production.

PERFORMANCE Planet Earth II 
Live in Concert

29 April   Melbourne Convention  

& Exhibition Centre   teglive.com.au

The BBC Earth series gets the live 

treatment, with footage projected 

onto a large screen while Eric Bana 

narrates and the Melbourne Pops 

Orchestra performs the score.

NEXT MONTH The Wizard of Oz

15 May-1 July   

 Regent Theatre, Melbourne   

 wizardofozthemusical.com

Anthony Warlow is the Wizard  

in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical 

featuring classic and new songs.

↓

NSW
COMEDY Sydney  
Comedy Festival

23 April-20 May   Various venues, 

Sydney   sydneycomedyfest.com.au

Michael Che, co-head writer of 

Saturday Night Live and co-anchor 

of its Weekend Update segment, 

headlines a program that includes 

shows by Shawn Wayans, Cal 

Wilson, Fiona O’Loughlin and Luke 

Heggie, who won the Comics’ 

Choice Award at the 2017 Melbourne 

International Comedy Festival.

MUSICAL Mamma Mia!

Until 6 May   

 Capitol Theatre, Sydney   

 mammamiathemusical.com.au

It’s the last chance for Sydneysiders 

to say “I do, I do, I do” to the ABBA 

musical before it heads to Perth, 

Melbourne and Adelaide.

FESTIVAL Orange  
F.O.O.D Week

6-15April   Various venues, Orange  

 orangefoodweek.com.au

Regional Australia’s longest-running 

food festival features signature 

events such as the Autumn Grazing 

Dinner and Forage, a 4.1-kilometre 

scenic vineyard walk with a nine- 

course dégustation. There’s also 

the more relaxed Night Market 

where the region’s chefs, cooks  

and winemakers gather.

BALLET Murphy

6-23 April   Sydney Opera House   

 australianballet.com.au

This performance by The Australian 

Ballet is a tribute to choreographer 

Graeme Murphy’s 50-year tenure 

at the company, from his early 

days in the corps de ballet to his 

vividly reimagined Firebird.

SPORT A-League Finals Series

Finals from 20 April   Allianz 

Stadium, Sydney   a-league.com.au

The fierce competition that will 

culminate in the crowning of the 

2018 A-League champion kicks off 

this month. Teams from Sydney, 

Melbourne and Newcastle will do 

battle, with Sydney FC fighting  

for a record fourth flag.

Dominica Matthews 

(seated, centre) reprises 

the role of Flora Bervoix 

in Opera Australia’s 

production of La 

Traviata in Melbourne
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NEXT MONTH Vivid Sydney

25 May-16 June   Various venues, 

Sydney   vividsydney.com

Sydney is transformed when this 

festival of light, music and ideas 

takes over its landmarks and skies, 

attracting locals and visitors to  

the city and harbour foreshores  

to enjoy the spectacle. Be sure to 

visit The Royal Botanic Garden, 

where plants, rock walls and 

century-old fig trees are used as 

organic canvases.

↓

ACT
COMMEMORATION Anzac Day

25 April   Australian War 

Memorial, Canberra   awm.gov.au

This year’s Anzac Day ceremonies 

commemorate the landing in 

Gallipoli 103 years ago and honour 

all those who have served, starting 

with the reading aloud of excerpts 

from the letters and diaries  

of Australians who experienced 

war firsthand.

THEATRE Antony and 
Cleopatra 

12-21 April   Canberra Theatre 

Centre   bellshakespeare.com.au

Catherine McClements and 

Johnny Carr star as the most 

famous couple in history in this  

Bell Shakespeare production  

of the Bard’s tragedy directed  

by Peter Evans.

↓

SA
MUSIC Seal

10 April   Adelaide Convention 

Centre   seal.com

English singer-songwriter Seal  

and his orchestra make a stop in 

Adelaide on his Australian tour, 

performing tracks from his new 

album, Standards, plus the hits 

that made him a star.

FESTIVAL Groovin the Moo

27 April   Adelaide Showground, 

Wayville   gtm.net.au

Paul Kelly, Vera Blue and British duo 

Royal Blood kickstart this music 

festival in Adelaide before it travels 

to five regional centres.

NEXT MONTH Anh Do

31 May-1 June   Dunstan Playhouse, 

Adelaide   anhdo.com.au

The Vietnamese-born Australian 

comedian, artist and bestselling 

author brings his sellout show, The 

Happiest Refugee Live, to Adelaide.

↓

WA
OPERA The Cunning  
Little Vixen

21-28 April   His Majesty’s Theatre, 

Perth   waopera.asn.au

Czech composer Leoš Janáček’s 

rarely heard score transports you  

to the world of the vixen Sharp  

Ears in this beautifully tragic 

examination of the circle of life.

PERFORMANCE Harlem 
Globetrotters

22 April   Perth Arena   

 harlemglobetrotters.com

The world-famous exhibition team 

take their Amazing Feats of 

Basketball Tour around Australia 

this month. From trick shots and 

slam dunks to newly incorporated 

four-pointers and other court 

theatrics, they put on a show that 

leaves audiences awe-struck.

NEXT MONTH In Dreams:  
Roy Orbison in Concert

11 May   Perth Arena   

 royorbison.com

A full symphony orchestra and  

a hologram of rock ‘n’ roll icon Roy 

Orbison are the stars of this show, 

with classics such as Crying and 

Oh, Pretty Woman on the set list.

↓

QLD
SPORT Gold Coast 2018 
Commonwealth Games

4-15 April   Various venues,  

Gold Coast   gc2018.com

About 6600 athletes from the 

Commonwealth nations converge 

on the Gold Coast for 11 days of 

hard-fought competition.

FESTIVAL WOW: Women  
of the World Festival

6-8 April   Brisbane Powerhouse   

 wowaustralia.com.au

As part of the cultural program for 

the Commonwealth Games, this 

weekend event celebrates women 

with panel discussions, workshops, 

exhibitions and performances.

MUSIC The Killers

27 April   Brisbane Entertainment 

Centre   thekillersmusic.com

The American rockers are coming 

out of their cage and they’ll be 

doing just fine in Brisbane at the 

start of their Australian tour.

NEXT MONTH Barry Humphries: 
The Man Behind the Mask

10 May   QPAC, Brisbane   

 qpac.com.au

The Aussie expat returns with  

a confessional evening of stories 

about his colourful life and 

six-decade theatrical career.

↓

NT
FESTIVAL Tjungu Festival

26-29 April   Ayers Rock Resort   

 ayersrockresort.com.au

Celebrating Australian Indigenous 

culture, this year’s “coming 

together” is headlined by country 

musician Troy Cassar-Daley, model 

Samantha Harris, AFL legend 

Nicky Winmar and chef Mark Olive.

NEXT MONTH Northern 
Territory Travelling  
Film Festival

21 May-9 June   

 Various venues, Northern Territory  

 nttravellingfilmfestival.com

This inaugural festival transforms 

some of Australia’s most remote 

and spectacular landscapes – 

including the Nitmiluk and Kakadu 

national parks – into open-air 

cinemas, screening shorts by 

Northern Territory filmmakers.

↓

TAS
COMEDY Lano & Woodley

28-30 April   Theatre Royal,  

Hobart   theatreroyal.com.au

More than a decade after bidding 

Australian audiences farewell, 

comedy duo Colin Lane and Frank 

Woodley reunite to present their 

new show, Fly.

MOTORSPORT Targa Tasmania

16-21 April   Various locations, 

Tasmania   targa.com.au

The country’s best tarmac rally 

racers cover more than 2000 

kilometres of the island state  

over six days.

MUSIC A Midsummer  
Night’s Dream

21 April   Federation Concert  

Hall, Hobart   tso.com.au

Hear German composer Felix 

Mendelssohn’s whimsical score  

for Shakespeare’s comedy, with 

Howard Shelley doing double  

duty as conductor and soloist.

NEXT MONTH George’s 
Marvellous Medicine

31 May-2 June   Theatre Royal, 

Hobart   theatreroyal.com.au

This hour-long stage adaptation  

of Roald Dahl’s beloved book will 

appeal to families with children 

aged six years or over.  
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