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Places of the Heart

It’s tempting to think the Four Corners presenter 
has seen it all. But these places stopped her in 
her tracks – one almost literally.

Sarah Ferguson

On the radar

Now in its 57th  

year, Four Corners, 

Australia’s longest-

running current  

affairs television 

program, airs  

on ABC TV on  

Mondays at 8.30pm.

2016 | Sri Lanka 

MIRISSA
I have a deep tendency when 
travelling to want to see around 
the next corner. Sri Lanka is the 
first place that made me stop.

We stayed on a promontory 
in the south in a simple, modern 
pavilion – the last work of the 
renowned Sri Lankan architect 
Geoffrey Bawa. So stunning  
was this place, it made me  
want to stay still. Eventually, 
though, I began asking about 
local temples. The man who  
ran the house was a bit evasive 
but finally agreed to take us  
to Veheragalla Samudragiri 
Vihara, a temple I hadn’t seen  
in any tourist guide.

We went in the evening, 
walking down a densely wooded 
path, and young monks, skipping 
around in their robes, joined our 
procession. In the little temple, 
lit by just three or four bare 
globes, were the most exquisite 
murals depicting the life of the 
Buddha. And, in the inner room, 
a large reclining Buddha that 
you could stare at forever. This 
little temple, so important to 
the evolution of Buddhism in 
southern Sri Lanka, was right 
there on the edge of the property, 
just beneath the house. We 
could so easily have missed it.  

pregnant, which is quite an 
unusual depiction, with one 
hand at her hip and the other  
on her belly. Two angels are 
holding back a tent to reveal her.

I’d been to galleries but  
this was my first truly personal 
experience with a painting  
– and the first time a work of art 
made me cry. It felt like Piero 
had painted the Madonna to  
talk to you. This young woman 
with a cool gaze, so serene  
and exquisite, asking you to 
consider who she is and the 
mysteries of her position.

The fresco is now in a small 
museum but seeing it in the 
chapel moved me deeply. I can 
still feel it.

our heads and splashed through 
the water in the limpid winter 
light to the nearby Hotel Bellini 
– me in my little Paris skirt, 
heels and fake-fur-collared  
coat, trying not to waddle.

I’d just met Tony and I’d 
never been to Venice. It was  
a hell of a way to arrive.

1986 | Italy

MONTERCHI
My friends and I had come  
to this Tuscan hillside village to  
see a fresco – the Madonna del 

Parto by Piero della Francesca  
– in a little cemetery chapel. The 
fresco shows a young Madonna 
in a dazzling blue gown. She is 

1992 | Italy

VENICE
My now-husband [ABC TV 
presenter Tony Jones] and  
I had taken the night train from 
Paris to Venice. Strangely, we 
slept soundly, waking only  
as the train pulled in to Santa  
Lucia station. I saw that the  
belt containing my money  
was missing. Our wallets were 
also empty of cash and all but 
one of our credit cards.

We found a guard, who 
seemed unconcerned, so we 
pressed on to the stationmaster. 
He shrugged. “You’ve been 
gassed.” The guards were in 
cahoots with the robbers, he 
told us. They get a key, gas you 
and take all your stuff. He wasn’t 
even shocked. And he said the 
city was in flood and impossible 
to enter; we should go home. 
Instead, we put our cases on  A
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The lowdown

The German-American 

model and entrepreneur 

is the creative director 

of Heidi Klum Intimates 

and Heidi Klum Swim.

On the radar

Her range of luxe 

athleisure wear,  

Play, launches soon.

Who Knew?

If the supermodel and designer could  
be anything else for a day, it would be one  

of her pampered German shepherds.

Heidi Klum

What’s your greatest strength?

When I started modelling in 1992, I was constantly 
told I was too curvy and healthy-looking for the 
“heroin chic” look of that time. It was hard to be turned 
down by clients and photographers and to hear those 
comments. But, in the end, having the strength to stick 
by what I believed in made me search for new doors  
to open. That helped launch my career.

And your greatest weakness?

Falling asleep early. With four young children and a 
business to run, there isn’t much time for anything else.

If you could do any other job, what would it be?

Before I won a modelling contest back in 
Germany, I was supposed to go to fashion 
design school in Düsseldorf. I never thought 
I’d be able to follow my dream of being a 
fashion designer without going to design 
school but here I am.

What’s one thing about you that would 

surprise people?

We cook dinner almost every night in  
my house. I love being able to sit down as  
a family and talk about our day. We make 
soup, schnitzel, meatballs... you name it.

What is your idea of absolute happiness?

I’m happiest in my backyard in summer, 
playing in the pool with my kids, jumping 
on the trampoline and barbecuing.

What travel experience is on your bucket list?

I’ve always wanted to see the Great Wall  
of China. Visiting a place with so much 
interesting history would definitely be  
a memorable travel experience.

How do you switch off?

I do it the second my feet hit the beach.
What’s your guilty pleasure?

A cheeseburger and French fries.
Who is your personal hero?

Kids always think of their parents as their 
heroes and that hasn’t changed for me.  
It’s even truer now that I’m a mother and  
I understand what my parents went 
through to raise their children.

What would you say is the most German thing 

about you?

My type of humour. I’m very black and 
white and I don’t just laugh because  
it’s expected.

Where would we find you at a party?

If the music is good, the dance floor.
If you were an animal, what would it be?

My German shepherds! They get lots of 
cuddles and nap most of the time.

If you were down to your last $20, what would 

you spend it on?

I would figure out a way to turn that 20 
bucks into more.  
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When you fly, is it mostly for work or with your family?

For work. We do have a lot of family holidays, though. 
My eight-year-old son was going through his atlas 
recently and ticking off all the countries he’s been  
to and it was around a dozen. I didn’t go overseas  
until I was 27.

Where did you go?

To England to do some stand-up comedy. It was at the 
end of November so I landed in a very miserable, cold 
London. Getting off [the plane] was like, “Oh God, 
where have I come to?”

Now that you’re a regular flyer, do you have any pre-flight 

routines?

I make a real effort to not check in any luggage.  
If I’m travelling alone, I pack very late. But if we’re  
on a family trip, my wife [Holly Ife] puts out the 
suitcase what feels like a fortnight before we leave.

What makes it into your carry-on?

Hopefully enough underwear to get me through.  
I also put in exercise gear and feel guilty when  
I unpack and haven’t used it. And headphones. I have 
about five or six pairs because I’m constantly losing 
them or the chargers – I’ve kept a number of airport 
shops in business.

How else do you entertain yourself in the air?

I’ve gotten into diary writing. Life is full of comic 
moments but you forget most of them. So to write  
a diary every day on my laptop helps me remember 
the funny experiences. Often, I’m writing about  
the person sitting beside me, hoping they don’t  
look over my shoulder. There are characters on  
flights all the time.

So should the person sitting next to you keep an eye on 

what you’re typing?

Be paranoid but treat it as an honour.
What tips do you have for a good flight?

Don’t start conversations with people next to you 
until the plane is about to land. If you start when  
it takes off, it can get awkward pretty quickly. And  
I try not to eat every single meal they bring me.  
It’s so easy to overeat; if you go to the Qantas Club 
lounge beforehand, it’s hard to pass up the buffet.

What appeals to you about travel?

The world is such a bloody interesting place so you 
never regret seeing something new. 

Is there a flight that sticks in your mind as the best?

The first time I had a flat bed. I tell everyone that  
at some point in your life, you need to try it. Put it  
on your credit card, just do whatever you have to.  

Where he’s 

travelling

Around Australia

Flight Plan

Seated next to the Aussie comedian  
on a flight? Beware – you just might  
star in one of his stand-up routines.

Dave Hughes

What he’s  

doing there

Touring his new 

stand-up show,  

The Snorkeler

On the radar

He co-hosts the 

Hughesy & Kate  

radio program with 

Kate Langbroek  

on the Hit Network  

at 4.30pm weekdays.
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Window Seat

Resembling the rough, 
protruding foot of a giant, 
complete with forested heel  
and tree-capped toes, Sigiriya 
(also known as Lion Rock) 
looms above tangled jungle in 
Sri Lanka, about 165 kilometres 
north-east of Colombo. This 
World Heritage-listed site is 
remarkable not only for its 
200-metre granite cliffs but also 
the industrious architects and 
labourers who constructed a 
fortified royal palace, complete 
with extensive irrigated 
gardens, atop its lofty summit  
in the fifth century. Formed 
from the magma of an extinct 
volcano, Sigiriya served as an 
ancient monastery for centuries 
before King Kashyapa fixed  
his eye on it (and it resumed  
that function after his death in 
495 CE). Today, the climb to the 
top of Lion Rock is a daunting 
one. But if you do tackle the 
seemingly endless stairs, two 
enormous clawed paws – all 
that remains of the imposing 
statue that once marked the 
entrance to the final ascent  
– will greet you halfway up  
on the northern side.

photogR aph by JEROME COURTIAL
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Debra Oswald and her 

partner – journalist, 

author and radio 

presenter Richard 

Glover – in the early ’80s

The Journey

She was in Canberra. He was in Sydney.  
The author and Offspring creator’s path  
to eternal happiness was almost stymied  
by public transport inefficiencies.

Debra Oswald

In 1980, securing reliable transport out  
of Canberra on a Friday afternoon could  
be risky. Even more risky was declaring 
your love for a person who might not  
love you back.

I’d been navigating an intense but ill- 
defined friendship with a guy, conducted 
long-distance. I was in Canberra doing  

my honours year in English; he was at uni in Sydney.  
I made it clear I was in love but he wasn’t sure. He had 
another sort-of girlfriend. He needed time to think. 
(Yeah, it sounds feeble and naïve but, come on, I was  
20, he was 21, we were all of us floundering then.)  
The young man suggested I come to Sydney after I’d 
submitted my thesis and we’d see where things stood.

In my teens, I was never the girl that boys fell in love 
with. I was always the confidante, the friend. I figured my 
best strategy was to present an unquestionably strong 
on-paper application for the position of “girlfriend”  
so that I’d at least score the romance equivalent of an 
interview. (Feel free to judge if that displayed shrewd 
realism or festering low self-esteem.)

I handed in my thesis and left a message for the 
young man that I’d be there on Friday evening. In those 
days, Canberra taxi drivers would amuse themselves  
by playing chicken with the rail schedule and, of course,  
I missed the last train. “Take me to the bus station!”  
I bleated. But then more bad luck: every seat was sold.

At that point, I should have given up and retreated  
to my student hovel but, for no logical reason, hauling 
myself to Sydney to discover the fate of my relationship 
hopes seemed an urgent, last-ditch, once-only chance. 
“Get me to the airport!” I instructed the increasingly 
wealthy taxi driver then I blew my precious student 
dollars on a stand-by ticket with only a slim chance  
of a seat on the last flight out of Canberra.

I fed my remaining stack of 20-cent pieces into the 
airport payphone and left a message on the young 
man’s answering machine: “I may not get on a plane.  
If I do, I’ll be at the airport shuttle terminal in Oxford 
Street at nine.”

In rom-coms, the climax always has the muddled 
lovers running to each other in a crowded transport hub 
– the moment punctuated by a bout of pashing – and 
living an uncomplicated, happy life thereafter. I’m never 
convinced by that. I don’t believe in “the one”. But I do 
believe it’s possible to connect with a pretty-much-right-
for-you person at the right moment in your lives. That 
Friday, having spent all my money and squandered most 
of my dignity to grab that chance, my unguarded heart 
was thumping as I scanned the bus terminal.

And there he was, waiting for me. We fell back onto 
the black vinyl chairs for a breathless pash.

It turns out the clunky, flustered trip to Sydney was 
the beginning of a great piece of luck. I’ve now had 
several passionate and hilarious decades with that 
young man. And since that desperate day, I’ve been  
a big fan of air travel.  

The journeyheThe journeyjourney

Canberra to SydneyanberraCanberra to Sydneyto Sydney

The yearheThe yearyear

19809801980

On the radarnOn the radarthe radar

Her latest novel,  erHer latest novel,  latest novel,

The Whole Bright  heThe Whole Bright  Whole Bright

Year, is out now.ear,Year, is out now.is out now.
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interview by ALISON BOLEYN

photogr aph by MICHAEL DODGE

Tripping with...

Jennifer 
Hawkins
Family camping was all the model 
and entrepreneur knew about travel. 
Then the universe opened and she 
found herself amid the chaos of India.

Where did you go on your last trip?

The Maldives – and I’ve got itchy feet to  
go again. Jake [Wall, Hawkins’ husband]  
and I have been many times, always for  
a holiday and always just for fun. The big 
lagoons, incredible scenery and the food! 
You get to switch off, recharge and be in 
your own world.

What was your typical childhood holiday?

We didn’t go on many holidays, to be 
honest, but my pop had a boathouse  
at Lake Macquarie [south of Hawkins’ 
home town of Newcastle, NSW] and  
we’d go camping in the Upper Allyn  
and Barrington Tops near Gloucester  
[on NSW’s Mid North Coast], staying 
wherever we could find. We had a ritual 
where we’d stop at Barrington and have 
an iceblock as a treat. There’s a photo  
of me in a tent at six months old; I think 
Mum washed me in a bucket.

Have you ever taken a road trip?

My dad bought this huge yellow van and, 
when I was nine, we drove to Queensland 
to see the Great Barrier Reef. I thought  
that was the bee’s knees, like we’d gone 
overseas. I remember my brother and  
I climbing up a mango tree in a caravan 
park. We pulled down all the mangoes 
and ate like crazy until we were sick.  
That was the best holiday.

What about road trips as an adult?

When I was doing a TV show, I drove a convertible Mustang from 
Los Angeles to San Francisco. I was pinching myself. Jake and  
I also did a road trip in Hawaii, past the Pipe [the Banzai Pipeline 
surf reef break]. It was one of our first trips, eight years ago. To be in 
a car together, driving up the coast with your hair out and the top 
down, was really freeing, you know? You’re not taking social media 
shots. You’re just in the moment and I remember it being special.

Do you prefer to wander the streets or check maps?

I’d like to say I wander the streets – and I do – but Jake and I prefer 
to have a plan, even if it’s just get up, exercise, have breakfast, go 
for lunch and plan some spontaneous moments for in between 
[laughs]. I don’t like to just lie on the beach. In Positano in Italy, we 
did a massive hill climb – a two-hour walk – and the next day my 
calf muscles felt like they would fall off the bones. But it was such an 
adventure. On the way up, a donkey passed us and we saw worksites 
where they took rocks up the hill on strings, like an inclinator.

On the radar

Jennifer Hawkins  

is an ambassador  

for The Star Sydney  

(star.com.au). The  

Star Doncaster Mile  

will be held on 7 April  

at Royal Randwick 

racecourse in Sydney.
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When you travel with Jake, who’s a builder, does he talk constantly 

about the architecture?

Well, yes, but I’m like that, too, looking at the finishes and  
the materials. You see interiors and steal the ideas. The open- 
plan living at the One&Only resort in Los Cabos, in Mexico, 
inspired our own house [in Sydney’s Northern Beaches].  
You take information from everywhere you go, right?

Is there a place that you keep returning to?

I’d go back to Positano every year if I could. My dream is to  
explore it by boat. I love the food and it’s not processed so you  
can eat as much pasta as you like, if you run.

Do you always make time for exercise when you travel?

Yes, because it’s a luxury [to have time to do it]. Sometimes when 
I’m working, if my schedule is really busy, I find it hard to fit in 
exercise. I do, but on holidays we actually enjoy a leisurely walk  
or riding bicycles in the Maldives. It makes it seem like you’ve 
done something that day, which is important to me.

Is there a destination that was a real surprise to you?

It’s weird, because now you see a destination before you arrive,  
via social media, but when I first went to the Maldives, it was a 
surprise that the water was so blue. It wasn’t like someone had 
retouched the water; it was legitimately mind-blowing.

“I’D GO BACK TO POSITANO EVERY YEAR IF I COULD. 
MY DREAM IS TO EXPLORE IT BY BOAT.”

Have you ever been lost while travelling?

No, because I’m usually with Jake and he navigates. I would never 
take control of the map, let’s put it that way.

Is there a place where you’ve experienced culture shock?

Yes, in India. It was probably my first trip as Miss Universe, 14 years 
ago, and I’d never travelled overseas before [the pageant]. The 
airport was crazy and manic with people and cigarette smoke and 
there were so many cows on the streets. The poverty is an eye- 
opener and you return home feeling grateful for where you live.

Can you recall a memorable dining experience?

In India, I ate a very hot chilli that I thought was a capsicum.  
I don’t think I’ve ever sweated so much in my life. [To counteract 
the heat] they gave me cow’s milk – it was still warm. I was at a big 
corporate dinner so I had to keep it under control.

Have you ever gone completely off the grid?

Social media-wise, I go off the grid once a month. The last time 
was for five days but I’ve been off it for a week. Even doing that  
for a weekend or a Sunday is good for the soul.

If you could be anywhere in the world right now, where would you be?

I like where I am right now. But I’ve never been to Croatia. I’d love 
to explore the coastline by boat, looking at it from a different 
angle. That’s on my bucket list, definitely.  

Positano on Italy’s Amalfi Coast is one of Jennifer Hawkins’ all-time favourite destinations
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